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SUB J : POLITICAL SUMMARIES: THE WEEK IN COLOMBIA 

1 . SUMMARY. IMPLIED CHARGES OF OFFICIAL CORRUPTION BY A 

U.S. TELEVISION PROGRAM PROVOKED PROTESTS AND DENIALS FROM 
COLOMBIAN LEADERS AND THE LOCAL PRESS. CANDIDATES FOR THE 
JUNE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BEGAN USING THEIR GOVERNMENT- 
ALLOTTED TIME ON NATIONAL TELEVISION. THE SPECIAL SESSION 
OF CONGRESS GRANTED THE PRESIDENT AUTHORITY TO MAKE ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE REFORMS. THIS MONTH'S INFLATION FIGURES INDICATE 
A PROBABLE CONTINUANCE OF PRESENT MONETARY CONTROLS. A 
GENERALLY QUIET WEEK, BY COLOMBIAN STANDARDS, WAS MARRED BY 
A CONTINUATION OF KIDNAPPINGS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CBS TELEVISION'S CORRUPTION CHARGES PROMPT COLOMBIAN 
PROTESTS. 
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THE APRIL 2 CBS "SIXTY MINUTES" BROADCAST, WHICH CLAIMED 
TO BE BASED ON CLASSIFIED USG REPORTS, IMPLIED INVOLVEMENT 
BY HIGH GOC OFFICIALS IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, PROVOKING 
A RASH OF PROTESTS AND DENIALS FROM COLOMBIAN LEADERS AND 
THE LOCAL PRESS (BOGOTA 3214). LIBERAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
TURBAY AND DEFENSE MINISTER VARON, NAMED IN THE PROGRAM 
ALONG WITH LABOR MINISTER MONTOYA, MADE PUBLIC THEIR EXCHANGE 
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OF LETTERS ON THE SUBJECT WITH THE AMBASSADOR. THEY WERE 
JOINED IN THEIR PROTESTS BY CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS AND THE 
MAJOR DAILIES, ALL OF WHOM DECRIED THE CBS CHARGES AS AN 
INSULT TO THE NATIONAL HONOR. CONSERVATIVE PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE BETANCUR DEFENDED HIS OPPONENT AND CALLED FOR AN 
INVESTIGATION OF THE MATTER, WHILE ECHOING VARON IN QUES- 
TIONING THE INTEGRITY OF USG SOURCES. COMMENT: TURBAY BELIEVES 
HE HAS EMERGED WELL FROM THE INCIDENT, HAVING RECEIVED 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT AND HAVING DEALT A BLOW TO LOCAL RUMORS 
OF HIS CONNECTION TO DRUG TRAFFICKERS. BETANCUR CLEVERLY 
BACKED TURBAY AGAINST FOREIGN CHARGES WHILE PROLONGING INTEREST 
IN THEM BY CALLING FOR AN INVESTIGATION WHICH PROBABLY 
NEVER WILL TAKE PLACE. LOCAL COVERAGE OF THE EPISODE. WHITE 
DECIDEDLY NEGATIVE, WAS NOT BITTER AND FOCUSSED ON CBS' 

ALLEGED IRRESPONSIBILITY IN DISTORTING THE FACTS. MEDIA 
ATTENTION TO THE MATTER IS BEGINNING TO DIMINISH, BUT WILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE FOR A WHILE LONGER. 

3. PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN GOES ON TV. PRESIDENTIAL CANDID- 
ATES BEGAN TO USE THEIR GOVERNMENT-ALLOTTED TIME ON TV - 2 
HOURS EACH IN HALF-HOUR SEGMENTS. LEADING-OFF WAS JAIME 
PIEDRAHITA, EX-ANAPO LEADER, NOW THE CANDIDATE OF THE LEFTIST 
PEOPLE'S UNITY FRONT (FUP), WHO IMPASSIVELY READ A STATEMENT 
ATTACKING ALL OF THE OTHER CANDIDATES, AND IN PARTICULAR 
HIS MAJOR LEFTIST RIVAL PERNIA, OF THE UNITED NATIONAL 
OPPOSITION (UNO), ALSO AN EX-ANAPISTA. IN REFRESHING CONTRAST, 
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CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE BELISARIO BETANCUR APPEARED THE FOL- 
LOWING NIGHT TO GOOD ADVANTAGE, FIELDING APPARENTLY PROBING 
SPONTANEOUS QUESTIONS FROM TWO REPORTERS IN A WARM, ARTICU- 
LATE AND DECISIVE MANNER. LIBERAL CANDIDATE TURBAY ALSO 
PRESSED AHEAD WITH HIS CAMPAIGN, SWINGING THROUGH THE NORTH 
COAST TO CONSOLIDATE HIS HEAVY SUPPORT THERE AND INSTALLING 
HIS CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP IN BOGOTA. WHILE MOST OF NOW RETIRED 
EX-PRESIDENT CARLOS LLERAS' FORMER SUPPORTERS HAVE BOARDED 
THE TURBAY BANDWAGON, MUCH OF THE FORMER LLERAS LEADERSHIP 
IN BOGOTA HAS NOT YET DONE SO AND HAS BROKEN UP INTO TWO 
OR MORE FACTIONS, BITTERLY SQUABBLING OVER LLERAS' POLITICAL 
LEGASY AND MANEUVERING FOR LOCAL POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. COM- 
MENT: FUP CANDIDATE PIEDRAHITA, WHOSE PRINCIPAL BACKERS 
ARE THE MAOIST MOIR, FURTHER LESSENED THE CHANCES OF LEFTIST 
UNITY BY HIS ATTACKS ON PERNIA AND ON THE MOSCOW-LINE COLOM- 
BIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, THE BACKBONE OF PERNIA'S SUPPORT. 

HIS CHARGES THAT THE PRESENT HEAD OF ANAPO, MARIA EUGENIA 
ROJAS, THE DAUGHTER OF THE MOVEMENT'S FOUNDER, GENERAL 
ROJAS, HAD BETRAYED HER FATHER’S MEMORY AND THE MOVEMENT'S 
INTEGRITY BY ALLYING IT WITH HIS OLD CONSERVATIVE ENEMIES 
WERE TELLING AND SHOULD FURTHER DIMINISH THE EXPECTEDLY 
SMALL SUPPORT OF TRADITIONAL ANAPO SUPPORTERS FOR BETANCUR. 
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BETANCUR'S RELAXED GIVE AND TAKE WITH THE JOURNALISTS WAS, 

IN FACT, WELL PREPARED, THE REPORTERS SERVING UP TO THE 
CANDIDATE GOOD QUESTIONS WHICH HAD BEEN AGREED UPON IN 
ADVANCE. BETANCUR SHOWED THAT HE KNOWS HOW TO MAKE EXCEL- 
LENT USE OF THE TELEVISION MEDIUM. 

4. CONGRESS HOLDS FLASH SESSION. 

THE SPECIAL THREE-DAY SESSION OF CONGRESS CALLED TO INCREASE 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SALARIES MET FOR 1 1/2 HOURS AND WENT HOME, 
HAVING AUTHORIZED PRESIDENT LOPEZ DECREE POWERS TO GRANT A 
RAISE. THE CHAMBER'S ACCUSATIONS COMMITTEE DECIDED NOT TO 
REVIEW CHARGES OF CORRUPTION AGAINST THE PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER, 
LEAVING THAT ISSUE FOR THE NEW CONGRESS CONVENING IN JULY. 
CHAMBER PRESIDENT AND SENATOR-ELECT SANTOFIMIO CONTINUED 
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INCARCERATED AND AWAITING TRIAL - REPORTEDLY IN PLUSH STYLE - 
FOLLOWING A COURT RULING THAT HIS PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY 
HAD NOT BEEN VALIDATED BY THIS SESSION. THE SESSION DID 
NOTHING TO REDEEM THE PARLOUS CONDITION OF CONGRESSIONAL 
PRESTIGE. 

5. INFLATION RATE INCREASES IN MARCH. 

THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR WORKERS INCREASED BY 3.2 PERCENT 
IN MARCH, A SHARP INCREASE FROM THE PREVIOUS EIGHT MONTHS 
INFLATION FIGURES, BUT REPRESENTED A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
ANNUAL RATE OF ONLY 22 PERCENT. THE FIRST QUARTER'S INFLA- 
TION OF 5.6 PERCENT SEASONALLY ADJUSTS TO A 15 PERCENT 
ANNUAL RATE. THE MONEY SUPPLY DECREASED IN THE FIRST QUARTER 
BY .8 PERCENT, A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL INCREASE OF 
ABOUT 15 PERCENT, SO THAT PRICE MOVEMENTS ARE STILL CON- 
SISTENT WITH INFLATION FOR THE YEAR OF AROUND 20 PERCENT. 

THE MARCH PRICE BEHAVIOR, HOWEVER, MEANS THAT THE MONETARY 
CONTROLS WILL PROBABLY REMAIN IN PLACE FOR THE TIME BEING, 

AND THAT THE ANNUAL RATE OF PESO DEVALUATION WILL CONTINUE 
AT AROUND 5 PERCENT. THESE POLICIES SLOW ECONOMIC EXPANSION 
AND MINOR EXPORT GROWTH. 

6. ANOTHER KIDNAPPING. 

ANOTHER KIDNAPPING MAINTAINED CONCERN OVER SECURITY IN 
BOGOTA. THE VICTIM WAS THE ELEVEN- YEAR OLD SON OF A WEALTHY 
FRENCH RESIDENT. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THIS IS OTHER 
THAN A CRIMINAL ACTION FOR RANSOM, BUT COMING AFTER LAST 
WEEK'S ABDUCTION OF A PROMINENT BOGOTA BUSINESSMAN, IT IS 
UNSETTLING TO PUBLIC OPINION. IN BARRANQUILLA, A PROMINENT 
PHYSICIAN REPORTEDLY WAS WOUNDED AFTER SUCCESSFULLY STRUGGLING 
TO FREE HIMSELF FROM WOULD-BE ABDUCTORS. ASENCIO 
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